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INTRODUCTION

Numerous prehistoric sites have been discovered in

the Indian subcontinent since the 19%th century, and

new approaches and viewpoints have improved our
knowledge of the stone age—the period of human
history that lasted the longest.

The most plentiful and significant sources are three

divisions of history:

3 Prehistory Is the study of events that took place
prior to the development of writing which is
typically represented by the three stone eras,

o Proto-history: When a civilization has not yet
acquired writing but is recorded in the written
records of a contemporary literate civilisation, it
alludes to a period between prehistory and history.
For instance, no one has yet been able to read the
seript of the Harappan civilization.

o History is the study of the past after writing was
invented and the study of literate societies using
written and archaeclogical evidence.

Early Stone Age

PRE-HISTORIC PERIOD:

30,00,0008C - 600BC

It consists of 5 periods - Palaeclithic, Mesolithic,
Neolithic, Chaleolithic & Iron Age.

No written records are available.

Archaeological remains: stone tools, pottery,
artefacts, and metal implements used by prehistoric
people.

Robert Bruce Foote: discovered what was probably
the first Palaeolithic tool discovered in India — the
"Pallavaram handaxe”. B. B Foote is known as the
“father of Prehistoric Archaeology” Robert Bruce
Foote deserves credit for conducting an early, thorough
study of Indian prehistory.

Sir Mortimer Wheeler: contributed towards our
kmowledge of the prehistoric cultures of India and
their sequence,
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HISTORICAL SOURCES

Evidences Information

+ Radio-Carbon Dating: [ a method for » Almost every aspect of lifestyle like, use of
determining the age of an object. pottery type, house construction design,

* Dendro-Chranology: The scientific method agriculture (grains produced), animals
of dating tree rings [also called growth rings) domesticated, type of tools, weapons etc. and
to the exact year they were formed. burial practices of the time and geography.

s Structures: Grand Stone temples of Southern #  Vertical Excavations: provides chronological
India; Brick Monasteries of the Eastern India; sequence of material culture,
vertical & horizontal excavations of mounds; » Horizontal Excavation: Gives complete idea
Megaliths (South India) of particular culture,

Sources

Material




Coins

The study of coins is called Numismatics.
Coins excavated and collected from the

surface and catalogued in various museums
throughout the country and outside.

Not many symbols used in earliest coins;
Names of the Kings or issuer {guilds/
merchants], Gods or dates are mentioned
in the coins from later periods; help in
construction of religious, cultural and
economic history with chronology.

Local and cross-border transactions that
used these coins tell us about various ruling
dynasties and extent of their rule.

Metal and number of the coins indicates the
level of trade, commerce and wealth in a
Kingdom.

Only a few coins belonging to post-Gupta
times indicate the decline of trade &
commerce {n that period.

Inscriptions

Epigraphy: The study of Inscriptions
Paleography: Study of old writings on
inseriptions and other records.

Inscriptions earved on seals, stone pillars,
rocks, copper plates, temple walls and bricks
or images.

Earliest in Prakrit (300 BC), later in Sanskrit
and further later in regional languages.

Pictographic Harappan Inscriptions are yet
to be deciphered.
South India: Inscriptions on temple walls,

Inscriptions comveyed various information
like royal orders and decisions regarding
social, religious and administrative matters
(eg. Ashokan Inscriptions) to officials and
people in general.

Ashokan Inscriptions: Scripts used -
Brahmi, Kharosthi, Greek & Arabic.
Donations, land grants, and the achievements
of Kings and Conguerors (Samudragupta and
Pulkeshin 2nd etc.).

Literary
Sources:

The four Vedas, Ramayana and Mahabharata,
Smritis and Dharmasutras, Epics, Jain &
Buddhist texts, poetry, Sangam Literature,
plays etc.

In Indiz, the oldest manuscripts were written
on birch bark & palm leaves.

Kautilya's ‘Arthashastra’ glves exhaustive
coverage of affairs that concern a King and
his economy, polity administration and
society at large.

“Purana” provides dynastic history upto
Gupta rule.

These sources also indicate the usage of
language, script and style of writing.
Rajatarangini: This is the famous book
written by Kalhana and depicts the social
and political life of 12th century CE Kashmir
Sangam literature: This is the earliest south
Indian literature, produced by poets who
assembled together (Sangam), and provides
valuable information about the social,
economic and political life of the people
living in deltaic Tamil Nadu.

Literary work of Kalidasa: The works of
the great poet Kalidasa comprises kavyas
and dramas, the most important being
Abhijnanasaluntalam.
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